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Sidebar  October 2015 

 

You give them something to eat. Mark 6:37 

 

I appreciate the drama unfolding around the gospel of Mark’s story 
of the feeding of the five-thousand.  A large crowd had followed Jesus 
to a desolate area and the disciples report to Jesus that it is getting 
late and the people have nothing to eat, “send them away” the disci-
ples suggest.  The disciples saw the hungry as not their problem – 
their suggestion was a solution.  I like Jesus’ reply, “You give them 
something to eat.” 
 
How often in our culture we view a problem as “not mine; but theirs.”  The refugee 
situation in Europe is a “European problem.”  The drought in California is “their 
problem.”  I think that people are compassionate and really would want to help   
alleviate suffering for others, however some problems seem so large that they over-
whelm.  The disciples were overwhelmed; Jesus, look at the size of the crowd!  
It is time to eat and there are little resources out here.  Send them 
away to fend for themselves.  “You give them something to eat.” 
 
This, “You give them something to eat” is the realization behind Faithful Servants 
ministry founded in Tallmadge to offer emergency medical treatment for those who 
cannot afford healthcare.  A consortium of churches bound together under the 
leadership of Dr.’s Sue and Mark Meyer and wedded with volunteers from the  
medical professions giving care to others.  It is the seemingly easiest and shortest 
solution to say, “This is their problem.”  Or “This is a health care problem of poor 
people the government can handle.”  Or “There are plenty of programs available.”  
You give them something to eat. 
 
I think we try to live this commandment of “You give them something to eat” at 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC.  When we offer our resources to 
Jesus-Five loaves and two fish– “blessed, broken and shared”, our many ministries 
of service to others alleviate suffering and bring healing to broken lives and   
wounded souls.  
 
We live in a covenant community and as such we agree to look out for one another 
sharing the burdens that are too heavy to carry alone.   This is not the pastor’s     
responsibility neither is it a specific Board of Ministry problem to be remedied – 
whether it is pastoral care, replacing a roof, serving a meal, caring for a homeless 
family, contacting someone we haven’t seen in worship for some time, repairing a 
home,  building a school in Mali or an elementary school library in Viet Nam we are 
answering the commandment of Jesus, You give them something to eat. 
 

Thoughts from my life. 
 

Love, 
Dr. John 
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Dear Friends, 

On October 12th, we will celebrate Columbus Day. The day represents Christopher Columbus’ 

arrival to the Americas on October 12, 1492. Most people attend family gatherings, enjoy a  

quiet day at home or go away for the long weekend.   

But it is a day in which we can do more than relax. On this day, we can reflect. We, like Co-

lumbus have achieved great things individually in our lives and collectively as a congregation, 

town, and country.  We are not perfect, but then again, neither was Columbus.  He did name the native people 

here Indians because he believed he was in India.  But on this day, I invite you to reflect on your accomplish-

ments, and begin to think of those goals and dreams which you are still striving for.  Perhaps they are so lofty 

that you don’t dare even attempt them. Perhaps you are afraid to fail. Or maybe they would require you to 

move out of your comfort zone.   

Columbus sailed out of his comfort zone of the Mediterranean Sea. And we are invited to do the same in order 

to accomplish great things in our lives. Businessman and philanthropist, John G. Shedd, once said, “A ship in 

harbor is safe- but that is not what ships are for.” Yes, it is safe, content, and comfortable to keep things the 

way they have been for years.  There are times when we should play it safe. But when God has called us to do 

great things for the Kingdom of God, we must follow God’s direction, even outside of our comfort zone.   

Each of us is being called by God to do great things, in the community, state, nation and world.  God is invit-

ing us to participate in the Divine plan to make sure that all people know God’s love, acceptance, and grace.  

We are being asked to use our gifts to help God’s mission come to fruition. What gift or passion has God set 

on your heart that you have been ignoring or neglecting? Let this holiday spark a new drive in pursuing your 

dreams.  

It may be uncomfortable at times. It may be scary to put yourself out there to try new things. But rest assured, 

within all the unfamiliarity, the changes, and the newness of the mission God is asking us to embark on, one 

thing will be constant. God will be by our side, encouraging us, empowering us, and enabling us to do great 

works on God’s behalf.   

Have a blessed Christopher Columbus Day, and may you be inspired to ven-

ture out beyond your safe harbor into the sea of exciting joy and adventures. 

                       

Blessings, Pastor Sarah 
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              A Word About Resolutions 
 

The General Synod of the United Church of Christ is held every two years and as a part 
of the agenda are resolutions.  Resolutions are discussed, debated and voted on by the 
voting delegates of the General Synod.   Delegates are elected representatives of the as-
sociations/conferences of the United Church of Christ.  For example, at the 2013 Gen-
eral Synod the resolution was passed, co-authored by The Rev. Gary Friend and The 
Rev. Dr. John Schluep, concerning local congregations being encouraged to be more 
sensitive to the returning military veterans and their families.   

 
This past General Synod 2015 passed several resolutions that have been questioned by several of our 
church members.  It is here that I think it is important to explain how a resolution originates and be-
comes a focus of the General Synod.  It is important to note the General Synod speaks to the local 
church not for the local church.  
 
Months before the General Synod a call is issued for proposed resolutions.  The proposal must follow a 
fairly rigid criteria for consideration and be biblically based.  If a proposal is accepted permission is given 
to write a resolution for debate by the General Synod.  The process is limited by deadlines and strict     
criteria for presentation and consideration.  These resolutions must be endorsed by several local churches 
to be considered for General Synod. 
 
The Conferences of the United Church of Christ meet several times prior to General Synod where the   
accepted resolutions are reviewed by the conference delegates.  (In 2009 The Rev. Dr. Matthew Wooster 
was a delegate of the Ohio Conference.  In 2011 and 2013 The Rev. Dr. John Schluep was a delegate of the 
Ohio Conference, and in 2015 The Rev. Sarah Courtney was a delegate of the Ohio Conference.) 
 
At the General Synod the delegates are divided in to Intensive Groups of delegates from the conferences 
where the details of the resolutions are presented by qualified experts.  For example the 2015 Resolution 
regarding Israel and Palestine was presented by Jewish leaders and Palestinians.  At the intensive session 
the complexities of the issues related to the resolution are presented and discussed so that on the floor of 
the General Synod a portion of the delegates (voting body) are well informed.  It is on the floor of General 
Synod the resolutions are open to debate and voted on.   
 
At the local church level we may or may not agree with the General Synod s endorsement and passing or 
failing a resolution; but we have a voice.  I am proud of the United Church of Christ process to allow 
questions, concerns, and debate of resolutions that are heavily weighted on social justice issues.   
 
        Dr. John Schluep 

Sermon Series 
 

Beginning this September 20th we will begin a sermon series focused on being a follower of Jesus Christ in 
a progressive Christian Church.  The intent is to structure who we are around biblical teachings of Jesus 
finding our place in the community and in the world.  We will be supplementing our biblical text with   
several resources, however the primary resource is a book by Marcus Borg titled, “Convictions.”  Marcus 
Borg is an American New Testament scholar, and theologian.  His book, “Conviction” is a compilation of 
learnings gleaned from a life of experience and study shared with us for insight and discussion.   
Sermon titles: 
Week One – “What Type Of Christian Are You Becoming?”  
Week Two – “When Did God Become Real To You?” 
Week Three – “Jesus Is The Mission” 
Week Four – “The Politics Of Jesus” 
Week Five – “Heed The Call, Christian” 
The purpose of this series is to inform, inspire, and help us find our voice to speak of the Living and Still 
Speaking God.  Please make every effort to include this in your weekly schedule.  “Convictions” is available 
in our church library or through Rev. Sarah Courtney. 
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High School Fellowship Schedule 

Middle School Fellowship Schedule 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 24th and October 1st will be all about team work, from 6-7:15 PM.  We would like to 
welcome the new 6

th
 graders to our fellowship group with making them part of the team.  

 

 Then in October, we will meet on the 8
th

, 15th, and 22
nd

.  Those weeks will be about CHANGE.   

 

Mark your calendars for October 18th– Our Rake ‘n Run service project.  This is open to all 
of your family members!  We will have a pot luck lunch together after church and then head 
out to rake! 

 October 4– (4:00-5:30PM) Theme: Relay Race 

 October 11-(4:00-5:30PM)  Fear Factor Night of Fright 

 October 18-(pot luck lunch after church and   

 then head out) Rake and Run 

High School Sunday 

School Class Schedule 

September 27– Puppet Show Practice  

   w/ Wendy  

October 4– Class 

October 11– Class 

October 18-Class 

October 25– Puppet Show Practice 
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Sunday School 

On Sunday, September 13, we started our Sunday school hour at 9:00 to 
9:50 AM. Following Sunday School, at 10:00 AM, we offer worship for    
children and choirs.  If your child doesn’t want to attend choir, they can go 
to worship with you.  Following choir will be children's worship in the          
Fellowship hall; for children 5

th
 grade and younger. 

 

 

Sunday School Teachers and Youth Advisors 

We are going to have a gathering on September 20th for all  adults working with our children and 
youth this fall.  Pastor Sarah and Wendy will be hosting this event to introduce new curriculum ideas 
and safe church training.  We would like all adults working with youth to attend.  We will meet in    
David Bacon from 11:00- 12:30 and lunch will be provided by the Board of Christian Education.   

 

 

Bibles for 2
nd

 and 8
th

 graders 

On Sunday, September 20th, the Board of Christian Education will be giving bibles to the students 
in 2

nd
 and 8

th
 grade.  We are so blessed to be able to give the children and youth bibles that are age 

appropriate and easy for them to read.  If you have a child that would like to receive a bible, please 
let Wendy or Pastor Sarah know.  We will be giving them during the 10:00 worship on September 
20. 

 

 

Parent and child Sunday School  

October 4th we will have a Parent and child Sunday School class at 9:00 with the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 
grade class.  We hope that parents will join the children for a special class about how to use the bi-
ble.  Bring a bible with you if you have one, if not, we will have a few extras.  It will be a fun time to 
share with your children. 

 

 

 

 

Rake and Run, October 18 

This year our Rake and Run day is open to Faith and Family, Middle School Fellowship and 
High School Fellowship.  We want this to be a family event.  Please sign up at the welcome 
center beginning in October.  We will have POTLUCK lunch right after church and then head 
out to do some service work for people that need help. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 

 

If you would like help raking your yard this fall, please contact Wendy Brown or Pastor 
Sarah Courtney, 330-633-4931.  We will have crews of FCC people helping on October 18. 
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SPIRITUAL / PASTORAL CARE CORNER 

Hearts In Service ~ Homebound Caring Contacts 

Luke 10:27b – Love your neighbor as yourself.  

        For a few moments, take the time to imagine your future.  Hopefully you will be blessed with a full and 
long life.  However, can you imagine what it would be like to lose your independence, have physical difficul-
ties hampering your lifestyle, being stuck at home alone, or dependent on others for your daily needs?  We 
have members of our church who have reached this described phase of life, and some who are approaching 
it.  We need to show our care and love to dear church members (those who have given many hours and lots 
of energy, financial support, serving our church over the years in various ways) who have now become 
homebound.     

      The Hearts In Service Ministry is one answer to show our homebound members that we do miss them 
and care for them very much just by the simple act of stopping in to visit once a month, or making a phone 
call or two, sending a card to hopefully brighten up their day, or saying a prayer for them.  Please consider 
joining Hearts In Service to make contacts to 1 or 2 homebound church members.  We do have a growing 
need for this ministry.  Contact one of the pastors or Barbara Rowles, Coordinator of Hearts In Service, 
34babs@sbcglobal.net, if you have an interest in making visits to a homebound member.  If you know of a 
member who has become homebound, please notify the church office.   

     We hope to hear from men or women members who are willing to volunteer in this ministry.       Your 
prayerful consideration would be appreciated, especially by a shut-in member.   

Barbara Rowles, Coordinator, Hearts In Service  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

Stephen Ministers Talk about Their Life-Changing Experiences 
 
Stephen Ministers share how they have grown personally and spiritually from their         
experience in caring ministry. 
 

Tom, a Retired NBA Player: “A blessing for me too” 
 

Cynthia, an Engineer: “Seeing the true love of Jesus” 
 

T.J., a Flight Instructor: “All I need to do is just be there” 
 

Maryann, a Financial Professional: “I now realize that it's a gift” 
 

Ray, a Physician: “A priority in my life” 
 

Margaret, a Voiceover Actress: “I never thought I could do this” 
 

Willie, a Retired Fireman: “God definitely has a use for me” 
 

Candy, a Sales Executive: “The best thing I've ever done” 
 

Sergio, a Medical Librarian: “Thankful for the opportunity” 
 

Sharon, a Floral Designer: “God is with me at every turn” 
 

Dexter, a Construction Contractor: “A big effect on my son too” 
 

Mary, a Recreation Supervisor: “It’s not me doing this—it’s God” 
 
Are you feeling God nudging you to grow in your service to Him?  We currently have one female        
accepted for Stephen Ministry training.  If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister or want 
to take the training for your own growth, you may call Ron Mitchell (330) 633-4055. 

mailto:34babs@sbcglobal.net
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Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Lesley Bowers 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Carol Carter 
Sarah Christman 
Jean  DeWitt 
Esta Eriksen 
Sue Gassaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 
Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Bobby Manley 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Judy Peverall 

Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s Mother) 
Gary Rambler  
Lyn Sax 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Charles Stayshich 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Ermon Thrasher 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Donice Wooster 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l 
Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group 
Prayer chain members & those who need our 
prayers 

 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and 
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

________________________________________________________________________________

Our sincere sympathy to David & Yvonne Bartlett & Family on the loss of David’s Father, William Bartlett.  
William passed away on August 17, 2015.  A graveside service was held on August 21, 2015 at Greenlawn 
Memorial Park;  the Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
 

Sincere sympathy to John & Erin Barbetta and family on the loss of John’s mother, Rose.  Rose Barbetta 
passed away on August 21, 2015.  Mass of Christian Burial was held on  August 25, 2015 at Our Lady of      
Victory Church. 
  
Sincere sympathy to Barb Stutler and family on the loss of her brother in law, Robert Rager,Jr.  Robert passed 
away on August 28, 2015.  A memorial service was held on September 1, 2015 at Redmon Funeral Home in 
Stow.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Marilyn Wade, Denny & Cherie Wade, Terri Roliff and their families on the loss of 
their daughter and sister, Susie.  Susie Wade passed away on September 9, 2015. 
 
Sincere sympathy to the family of Roy Morrow.  Roy passed away on September 14, 2015.   A memorial    
service in celebration of his life will be held at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. with the Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiating. 

 

Condolences:  
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Yarning for Peace 
Hope you are rested and ready as summer is coming to a close and it is time to renew 
our monthly meetings.  We will meet at 7:00 PM on Monday, Sept. 21 in the David     
Bacon Room.  Usually our meetings are on the 2nd Monday of the month but because 
of the WNI Style Show we will move it to a week later this month.  Our small group 
could use more people willing to participate in this comforting and tangible ministry.  Whether you knit/
crochet, package the prayer shawls/Baptism blankets, deliver them or periodically shop for supplies, any help 
would be greatly appreciated.  For further info contact Dee West at 330-633-4421.  We look forward to    
seeing you.   Our October meeting will be on October 12 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon Room. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Men’s Ministry:  September 19th from 9-10:30 a.m. at the Panera on Howe Rd. 

Bloodmobile 

The American Red Cross Bloodmobile is sponsoring a blood drive at the church on Monday,      
October 5th from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  It will be held in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Flu Shots 

Klein’s Pharmacy will be giving flu shots at the church after the 10:00 Sunday Service on 
October 25th.  Shots will be given to those on Medicare.  Bring your Medicare card and 
photo ID.  Others wanting a shot can pay $30.99 in cash.  (No other form of payment or 
insurance will be accepted.) Sign-ups will be in the atrium on October 18th.  

  

News from Family Promise: 

Bob Evans Fundraiser - Thursday, September 17th. 

Our next hosting with Northwest will be the week beginning October 11th. 

Family Promise has a big storage room in the building on Voris St., and they are making it into a Community and 
Family Storage. They are having a campaign for Buy-A-Box (storage containers).  The cost of one box is $197.50 to 
purchase.  It has a life of 15 years, and if rented each box generates revenue monthly, annually, and up to 15 years 
assisting homeless children and their families and adults with behavioral needs.  You can make a donation            
individually, as a family business, congregation, social club, in memory of a loved one, anyway you wish and you will 
assist the missions of Family Promise and Community Support Services for many years to come.  The program     
creates jobs and sustainable futures for those served in the program.   Our guests could learn the trade of how to 
operate a tow motor or Warehouse Management.  Your donation is tax deductible.  If you have any questions, or 
would like to donate, please see or call Betty Cottrill  330-923-8517. 
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Come, join the Tallmadge Awesome Angels’ team for the Walk to End        

Alzheimer’s. The Walk is  Sunday, October 4
th
, at Akron University and it 

starts at 10:00 AM.  Come early. People of all ages attend this event. Fami-

lies, friends, neighbors, and people with dementia come together to support 

one another and have a good time. 

All those that attend must be registered and get a wrist band.  If you are computer savvy, click on 

alz.org then, on the “Walk”, then on the Akron Walk and join our team, Tallmadge Awesome Angels.  

Or, call Bernadette Duffy, who runs the Akron Walk, at 330-650-0552 and she will enroll you.  Team 

captain Roberta Nehrenz ((330 634 0713) is also happy to help. 

This is the Alzheimer’s Association’s biggest fundraiser. If you can donate or if others wish to donate 

to you or the Tallmadge team, that’s great. If not, just come and have a glorious morning supporting 

this worthy cause.  

If you join the Tallmadge Awesome Angels, money can be donated to the cause in your name at the 

alz.org site. Roberta will take any cash or check donations until September 27
th
, 2015 and will take 

them to the headquarters in Hudson. She will also pick up your wrist band and Alzheimer’s T -shirt 

should you raise $ 100.00 under your name on the Walk. 

If you can’t come and wish to donate, either donate to the team, Tallmadge Awesome Angels in the 

on-line Alzheimer’s Association site, get the checks or money to Roberta, or, send checks made out 

to the Alzheimer’s Association to: 

Alzheimer’s Association 

70 W. Streetsboro Rd 

Hudson, Ohio 44236 

with a Post-it note saying you want he donation to be credited to Tallmadge Awesome Angels.  

Easing the Stress of the Holidays 

A workshop presented by the Alzheimer’s Association–  

Greater East Ohio Chapter 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 

One-hour program that will help the caregiver appreciate the small   
accomplishments, adjust expectations, adapt activities, and create new 

memories of shared holidays. 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge 

(free & open to the public) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Congregators will meet on Tuesday, October 6th at 12 noon at Lembo’s Italian Restaurant.   
Their address is 1186 Canton Rd. in Akron.  If you need more information please call Barb Stutler at 
330-630-3972. 
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NEW CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY 

Regular sign up’s begin Sunday, September 20th before and after each service.  

OR You may sign up on line by going to the church’s website :  fcctallmadge.org   

(Go to the resource page on the website and click on the PORTRAIT SIGN-UP link) or 

go directly to www.lcd-neo.com 

Carillon Cabinet   
Please take a moment to look at the beautiful Carillon Cabinet (by the Sound System) that Don Simmons 
made in memory of Bob.  Our family thanks him for this fine work of art.     Dorothy Taylor 
 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for your support during John’s illness and the many cards of sympathy.  I was           
surprised that there was a basket of plants from the church; it’s very pretty and I’ll enjoy the plants for a 
long time.  Thanks also to the choir and Women’s Fellowship for preparing and serving the delicious 
luncheon.  Also thanks to Nancy Beken for your help.  Sincerely, Joyce King 
 
 

I would like to express my thanks and appreciation to my church family for their prayers, visits, calls 
and numerous cards.  I’m truly blessed.  I want to thank the women of Yarning for Peace for the Prayer 
shawl which I use almost daily.  Special thanks to Jana Caplinger and Dr. John.   
Roy Morrow 
 
 

Thank you so much for your recent donation of $207.  We are so thankful that you have remembered 
Haven of Rest Ministries with a gift during this busy summer season.  Your care and concern for the less 
fortunate are making a big difference.  May God bless you for your kindness toward those who have so 
little and hurt so much.  Sincerely, Jeff       Rev. Jeffrey A. Kaiser,  Executive Director 
 
 

Church Family,  Thank you so much for supporting the ‘gift card’ program at First Congregational.  The 
program has raised $3,898 to date.      Diana Fiocca 
 
 

Dear Ladies of Yarning for Peace: 
My deepest love and admiration for the beautiful prayer shawls you made for us.  We will always think of 
you each time we warm our old bones against the winter chills.  May our Lord bless each of you for your 
love and kindness.  Pat & Zim Zimmerman. 
 
On behalf of the clients, staff and board of trustees of Rebuilding Together Greater Cuyahoga Valley, 
I want to sincerely thank you for your generous contribution of $2500 to our organization.  Your gift sup-
ported our 2015 Rebuilding Day and will directly improve the quality of life for low-income elderly, disa-
bled, and veteran clients in our area through home repairs and modifications.  Thanks again for your 
generosity and great work.  You make a difference.  Paul Holm 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP & WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

Thursday, October 1st

Please sign up  in the atrium

Thursday, October 1 

Women’s Fellowship & WNI Bake Sale 

October 25, 2015 

You may bring items early that Sunday.  We are having a table for the young ones to 

buy from as we did last year.  All women are encouraged to get your mixers going and 

bring in goodies to sell.  Last year we profited $678; which was divided by the two 

groups.  WF money is going for the roof.  Thank you for your support of this project. 

Women’s Fellowship is collecting Acme cash back tapes.  You 

can put them in the box in the Atrium.  Last year we earned 

$444.60 with the cash back tapes! 

Women’s New Initiative October Outing! 

Saturday, October 10, 2015 

Barrel Run Crossing Winery & Vineyard 

Meeting at First Congregational Church at 11:30 to Car pool to the winery. 

Wine tasting, vineyard tour and Lunch                 All for just $17.00  

Please sign up in the Atrium on Sunday mornings September 27th and October 4th. 
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    BOOKMARKS 

 

 

Greetings, 

   Another season about over and a new one to begin.  Fall is such a beautiful time. 

I’ve had trouble deciding what book I wanted to highlight, but after reading a recent Sunday paper, 
that made up my mind.  I hope many of you read the article about Bill O’Reilly.  We are so fortunate 
to have his book, “The Killing of Lincoln” in our library and, of course, all factual. It tells of many 
events and facts you have never heard about before.   

The book begins two weeks before Lincoln’s assassination and tells of the battles going on as the 
Civil War rages.  It builds up to the night of his murder at the Ford Theater.  The chaos that followed 
involved many people.  A young doctor attending the theater tried in vain to save Lincoln’s life.  They 
had trouble finding a place to take the body.  There are many facts about John Wilkes Booth never 
known before….his escape and the people that helped him.  A very interesting and moving story from 
page 1 to the end. 

I want to mention another book in the library that has recently been given some attention.  We have 
“A Walk in the Woods” by Bill Bryson.  A movie based on the book has opened at some of the local 
theaters.  The book is non-fiction and tells of Mr. Bryson and a friend, both unexperienced hikers, 
attempting to hike the Appalachian Trail.  They have many humorous moments and interesting peo-
ple they encountered along the way.  A good book! (personal opinion…book much better than the 
movie). 

BIG NEWS:  Another book give-away about mid-October.  Lots of good books to choose from for 
your  personal collection. 

Blessings,       

 Jo Hostutler 

 

“Life is like a ten speed bike.  Most of us have gears we never use.”  (Charles M Schulz)  
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       Raise the Roof 

We are a community where everyone is Welcome, no matter where you are on Life’s Journey. 

It has been said many times that the children are our future.  We participate in many baptisms 
during the course of the year.  One recent Sunday, Dr. John officiated over two baptisms.  As we 
provided witness, I was struck by our congregational response to the liturgist’s admonition to us 
that the child is commended to our love and care.  Additionally, will we endeavor so to live that 
the baptized child may grow in the knowledge and love of God, through our Savior Jesus Christ?  
The congregational response is: “with God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of 

Christ, that the child will be surrounded by steadfast love, established in faith.” 

As I pondered this vow that we just made, to this child, his/her parents, and God, I realize what a commitment we 
have agreed to honor.  It is imperative that we, as a congregation, maintain our church structure to serve those 
coming behind us.  As we have been afforded this great sanctuary to worship in by those generations that went 
before us, we have a duty to maintain and improve the same for those that follow us.  We have truly been blessed. 

The Raise the Roof campaign is integral to these promises that we have made, yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  
Future generations need a structurally sound building to use for faith, fellowship, and community.  We are very 
fortunate to have a beautiful church that is inviting to all.  

We are also fortunate to have a multitude of dedicated individuals on both the Board of Trustees and the Board of 
Stewardship who work tirelessly to stay involved and provide updates to the congregation on the progress of the 
project and are present following Sunday service to answer your questions.  This is part of our ministry that we 
willingly accept. 

Yours in Christ, 

Richard Thomason, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Tim Burns, Chair, Board of Stewardship 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

General Operating Fund Note:  During August, 2015, receipts of $45,833 were $2,728 above the monthly budget.  
Actual expenses for July were $44,450 leaving a surplus for the month of $1,383 however we still have a year-to-date 
deficit of ($20,449).  Operating expense is $4,600 below budget year-to-date, which is good news, however, oper-
ating revenue is now ($25,000) under budget, primarily due to the level of Faith Offerings.  Our cumulative Operating 
Fund Deficit sits at ($48,212).  Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals 
and to pre-arrange regular purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please 
continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

What you may not see in the Operating Fund statements is that they really tell the story of our many Church         
ministries.  Worship, Christian Education, Visitation, Life Journey, Music, Family, Women’s and Men’s Fellowships and 
WNI and Social Action/Outreach are really where your Faith Offerings are spent.  Where do our ministries fit in                
importance in your life? 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

September 27   Rev. Sarah Courtney 

October 4  Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

October 11  Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

October 18  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

October 25  Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

September 27 Warren & Lynn Norton, Will & Judy Looman 

October 4 Jim & Kendal Taylor, Angus & Ruth McNair 

October 11 Mike & Lori Bell, Julie Long, Barb Stutler 

October 18  Fred & Annette Pederson, Larry & Brenda Bagnoli 

October 25  Tom & Linda Jones, Carol Bell, Marilyn Wade 

     Altar Flowers 
September 27 Kemph (Dick) 

October 4 Johnson, Mathews, Thomason 

October 11  Villers, Peverall, Fiocca 

October 18  Barabas, Fordham 

October 25  Marshall, Teeling  

September 27  Jim & Kendal Taylor, Guy & Stephanie Joyner 

October 4  Bob Davis, Bob McPherson, Al Lytle, Tim Burns 

October 11  Jim & Dee West, Mike & Ginny Collins 

October 18  Sandy Backus, Bonnie Fordham, Dave & Donna Marlow 

October 25  Don Simmons, Al Lytle, Bob Davis, David Kiewit 

USHERS 

 
August 23 
9:30 Worship  179 
 
August 30 
9:30 Worship 182 
 
 

 
September 6 
9:30 Worship  159 
 
September 13 
8:30 Worship 39 
10 Worship  238 
 

Remember to recycle 
your old cell phones, 

IPODS and PDA’s.  
The box is in the  

Atrium Coatroom. 
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October 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 28 

7 pm. Heritage 

8 pm Book club 
discussion– Young 
adult Fellowship 

29 
7 am Bagnoli Bible 
Study 
11 am Alzheimer's 
support 

30 
9 am Quilters 
 
6:30 Stephen 
Ministers  
 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

1 

8 WF Amish 
Country Trip 
6 Middles sch. 
Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

 5   
 
 
 2-6 pm Blood 
Moblle 
7 pm WNI Brd. 
 
7 p.m. Heritage 

6 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
12:00 Congregators 
2:00 pm Sr. Advis. 
7 pm All God’s     
Children 
 
 

7 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
 
 

8 

6 Middles sch. 
Fellowship 
 
 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 
 

9 

 

 

10 

11:30 WNI 

Outing 

 12 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

7 pm Yarning for 

Peace 

. 

13 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
6:30 Board Meetings 
7:45  Exec. Council 

14 

  9 am Quilters 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
6:30 Stephen 
Ministry 
 

15 

6pm Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 

 

 

7:00 Chancel 
Choir 
 

16 

Herald Deadline 

17 

 

 19 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

20 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
 
6:00  Card Making 
 
 

21 
9m Quilters 

 

Herald 

 
 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

22 

6pm Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 
 
 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

23      

 
12 AARP 

 
 

24 

 

 26 

 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

27 
7 a.m. Bible Study 
 
11 am Alzheimer 
support group 

28 
9 am Quilters 
5 pm pageant 
practice 
6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
6:30 Stephen 

29 
11:00 WF Brd. 
Meeting 
 
5 pm Pageant 
Practice 
7 Chancel choir 

30 

 

31 

 

 

27     8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 SPCM 

6 p.m. WJHM 
 

 

8:10 Prayer Chain 

4 Communion 

8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Music Board 

4-5:30 High Sch. 

Fellowship 
 

11    

8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

9 am New Mem-

bers class 

10:00 Worship 

6 pm WJHM 
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 8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

New members join 

Pot Luck Lunch & 

Rake & Run 

25 BAKE SALE 

8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 SPCM 

11:15 Flu Shots 

6 p.m. WJHM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Coordinator / Secretary                  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Communications Coordinator/ Admin. Asst. bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: September 16, 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

